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CROSS 

A Christian public non-profit (501C-3) & a working sheep farm 



The Lord is my Shepherd,  

I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures. 







Heart of the Shepherd was formed to perform two objectives that will positively 
influence society within the community, beyond the community, and in third 
world countries.   

1. To share the gospel of Jesus Christ as it relates to agriculture , and in so doing, 
impact the spiritual, and emotional well being of not only those individuals that 
receive the training, but also their families and communities. 

2. To facilitate training in agricultural and other business ventures, that will allow  
individuals to ultimately implement skills that can improve their quality of life for  
them and their households.  In many cases, under privileged individuals have been 
displaced, and have no “trade” by means of which to sustain their livelihoods.  We 
want to enable trained individuals to be qualified, and to excel in agricultural and 
other related business venues. 

MISSION STATEMENT FOR  

HEART OF THE SHEPHERD 

“To Teach about Agriculture & how it 
relates to the Bible.” 



What is Shepherd’s Cross? 
 

Shepherd’s Cross is the working farm that provides a location for Heart 
of the Shepherd to operate. 

 
Shepherd’s Cross is a family owned and operated farm, owned by Peter and Dr. Diane Dickinson, that 
has been in operation for nearly 25 years. 
 
 Animal Welfare Approved Grass Fed & Grass Finished Sheep flock & Dexter Cattle Herd 
 USDA Licensed Petting Zoo Facility 
 Accredited Agritourism Facility 
 “Green” Wool Processing Mill 
 Made in Oklahoma Company 
 American Sheep Industry Certified  
 Shearing School 
 Animal Husbandry Training Course 
 Fiber Arts Workshops & Classes 

 
 
 



• Heart of the Shepherd began as a work in the field, teaching about 
the sheep and the Great Shepherd, Jesus Christ.   

 
• We have been delivering this message, right here in Claremore, at 

the current location,  and internationally for 27 years.   





Nationally & Internationally  
 Arizona – Navajo 

Reservation  
 India – Nomadic 

Shepherds 
 Thailand 
 Afghanistan 
 Mongolia 
 Russia 
 Germany 
 Kyrgyzstan 

 
 
 
 
 

 South Africa 

 Malawi 
 Kenya 
 Uganda 
 Sierra Leone 
 Wales 
 England 
 Gambia 
 Ghana 
 LeSotho 
 Romania 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

What do we do in the nations? 
• We work with remote impoverished communities.  

We encourage & teach. 
• Establish mini wool and fiber mills 
• Establish starter flocks and herds 
• Animal Husbandry training 
• Veterinary training 
• Financial training 
• Building projects 
• Medical projects 
• Maintain connections for continued encouragement 

& training 
• Lamb of God Bible Studies 
• Biblical Characteristics of Sheep Bible Studies 
• Great Shepherd Presentations & studies 
• Sale of products in shop with 100% of proceeds 

returned to the indigenous people 
 





Biblical Characteristics 
of Sheep 

By Dr. Diane Dickinson 
for 

Heart of the Shepherd 

 



Dedication 
 

This book is dedicated to the One who is our example of how to be the 

sheep of the pasture, our Lord Jesus.  

 

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that Great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 

covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 

you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to 

whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.       

Hebrews 13:20 & 21 



INTRODUCTION   
Biblical Characteristics of Sheep has been written as an introduction or brief overview of the 

characteristics of sheep, from a Biblical, nomadic shepherding perspective. This book is not 

intended to include all Biblical references to sheep or to look at all methods of nomadic 

shepherding.  The purpose of this book is to allow the reader to have a quick overview of a few 

basic characteristics of sheep and shepherding in Bible times.  Additionally, it is also intended 

that this book be easily, and correctly, interpreted by readers from vast cultural backgrounds.  

 

Modern cultures have a tendency to move away from an agrarian existence, and consequently 

there is a decreased understanding of sheep and nomadic shepherding principles.  Nomadic 

shepherding principles have been passed down from generation to generation throughout 

history, and were existent when the Bible was written.  In this writing, it is my heart’s desire that 

that gap be filled.  My prayer is that this small book will act as a bridge between the written 

Word of the Bible, regarding sheep and shepherding, and current modern cultures.    

This book includes a glossary and end notes, as an added benefit for the study of Biblical sheep 

characteristics.  



The Lord is my 
Shepherd,  

I shall not want. 

He makes me lie 
down in green 

pastures. 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 23 

 

The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the 

still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness  

for his name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 

no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 

anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I 

will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 



Chapter 1 

The culture of 

Shepherding 



Biblical Shepherding Culture and Times 

 

The Bible was written to an agrarian society that heavily emphasized 

sheep production. Consequently references to sheep and shepherds are 

pervasive throughout the Old and New Testament. 

 

Direct Biblical references
1
: 

 Biblical references to “lambs” occur 175 times 

 

 Biblical references to “sheep” occur 189 times 

 

 Biblical references to “shepherd” occur 74 times. 

 

 The general population during Biblical times understood sheep 

and shepherding terminology well. This life style was an active 

part of the culture during that era. 

 

 Biblical flock sizes were generally hundreds or even thousands 

of sheep.  This characteristic remains true for nomadic sheep 

flocks that are in existence today. 











 

Our purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may 
have the full riches of complete understanding in order that they  may know the mystery 
of God, namely, Christ. 

      Colossians 2:2 



2 Kings 3:4 

And Mesha king of Moab was a sheepmaster, and rendered unto the 

king of Israel an hundred thousand lambs, and an hundred thousand 

rams, with the wool. 

 

 Mesha must have had a lot of sheep in order to be able to give 

away 200,000 of them!   

 

Modern Era Shepherding Culture and Times 

 

 Nearly 50% of the world today is still an agrarian society.
2
 

 

 In modern industrialized societies such as America, less than 2% 

of the population are agrarian, and the majority of the 

population is at least three generations removed from agrarian 

lives.
3
 

 

 Over 50 acres of U.S. farm and ranch land are lost every hour. 
4
 

 

 During recent generations, sheep and shepherding life styles 

have been decreasing in cultures such as America. 

 Over the past 200 years, the U.S. sheep population has 

come full circle. From 7 million head in the early 1800's, 

sheep numbers peaked at 56 million in 1945, and then 

declined to less than 7 million head on January 1, 2003. 
5
 



English Sheep Herding 



The Pastoral Scene 







 In the scripture above, David the shepherd was living with the sheep 

in the pasture. 

 

 In this typical pastoral scene, sheep eat grass and herbaceous plants 

and the shepherd moves them to different grazing areas every few 

days, or as needed. 

 

 Occasionally the shepherd will move the sheep on a daily basis. 

 

 In nomadic shepherding cultures that are still in existence today, 

shepherds still live with their sheep as they did in Biblical times, 

moving the sheep on open lands, unrestricted by fencing or other 

barriers. 

 

 Nomadic shepherding cultures such as these can be found existing 

today in countries such as Mongolia, India, Kyrgyzstan, Tibet and 

Africa. 

 

 These nomadic shepherds are often tent dwellers, often living in 

tents made of wool such as a yurt or a ger. 





 In the Bible, Abraham and Sarah were nomadic shepherds living in a 

tent and continually moving to fresh pasture.  

 

Genesis 18:6  

And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready 

quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the 

hearth. 

 

How can shepherds emulate this pastoral scene in modern, industrialized 

societies, where lands are privately owned, divided by fences and 

movements of flocks are restricted? 

 

 

 Modern industrialized shepherds emulate the changing of pastures 

by practicing pasture rotation. This is a technique in which sheep are  

 

allowed to graze on individual fenced areas of grass for a season, 

and then the sheep rotate from that particular pasture to another 

fenced pasture. Several pastures are used, and in this way each 

pasture is given the opportunity to rest and regrow.  In this way, 

sheep can move to new clean, lush pastures on a regular basis.  



The idyllic picture of a pastoral scene is one of a shepherd abiding with 

his sheep while they graze on a green grassy valley or on rolling grass 

covered hillsides, near a gently flowing stream or body of water.  

 

In the Bible, Psalm twenty three portrays this pastoral scene, as the 

sheep recounts its peaceful existence under the faithful care of the 

shepherd. 

 

The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in 

green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my 

soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 

no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou 

preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 

anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and 

mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 

house of the LORD forever. 

 

 Traditionally, in nomadic flocks and in Biblical flocks, a shepherd 

lives with the sheep. 



 How can our lives imitate nomadic shepherding or pasture 

rotation? 

 
 Who changes our pasture? 

 





The Bible says that Jesus is the Great Shepherd 

 
Psalm 23:1 

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. 

 

Hebrews 13:20 & 21 

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that Great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 

covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 

you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to 

whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen 

 
 How can one know what a good shepherd is? 

 
 How can one  know “The Great Shepherd”? 



The Culture of Shepherding  

Chapter 1 Summary 

 

 Read Psalm 23 out loud 

 Biblical Shepherding Culture and Times  

 Modern Era Shepherding Culture and Times 

 The Pastoral Scene 

 Jesus is the Great Shepherd 



Chapter 2 

Sheep TERMINOLOGY  

And FACTS 

 



Understanding Sheep 
 

Basic Sheep Terminology and Biblical References 

 

Ewe: An adult female sheep that is older than two years of age in 

Biblical and nomadic cultures; in modern industrialized cultures older 

than one year of age. 

 

 Genesis 32:14 

Two hundred she goats, and twenty he goats, two hundred ewes and 

twenty rams 

 

Ram: An adult male sheep that is older than two years of age in Biblical 

and nomadic cultures; in modern industrialized cultures older than one 

year of age. 

 

 1 Samuel 15:22 

And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings 

and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey 

is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 







Lamb: A young sheep that is up to two years of age in Biblical and 

nomadic cultures; in modern industrialized cultures up to one year of 

age. 

 Exodus 12:5 

Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall 

take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: 

 

 This scripture is referencing a lamb that has turned one year old 

and is not yet two years old. 

  

Ram Lamb: A male lamb that is up to two years of age in Biblical and 

nomadic cultures; in modern industrialized cultures up to one year of 

age. 

 

 Numbers 6:14 

And he shall offer his offering unto the Lord, one he (ram) lamb of 

the first year without blemish for a burnt offering, and one ewe lamb 

of the first year without blemish for a sin offering, and one ram 

without blemish for peace offerings, (see also the NIV version) 

 

Ewe Lamb: A female lamb that is up to two years of age in Biblical and 

nomadic cultures; in modern industrialized cultures up to one year one 

year of age. 

 

 Genesis 21:28 

And Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves. 





Growth Characteristics of Sheep 

 

 Birth of lambs occurs historically and traditionally in the spring of 

the year. 

 

 Newborn lambs generally weigh between five and eight pounds. 

(depending upon breed of sheep) 

 

   

 The weaning of lambs from the mother’s milk is initiated, naturally 

by the nursing ewe mothers at approximately eight to twelve weeks 

of age.  

 

 Nomadic and pasture raised lambs eat grass or herbaceous growth 

within the first week of life, and often eat grass as early as the day of 

their birth. Grass as well as other herbaceous materials and milk are 

consumed until their weaning, at which time grass or other 

herbaceous materials alone become their source of sustenance.   

 





 The average weight of a six month old lamb is between 50 and 100 

pounds, depending upon the breed of sheep.  

 

 A six month old lamb is considered mature and can conceive. 

 

 Gestation in sheep is approximately five months. 

 

 Historically, and in current nomadic cultures, it is therefore natural 

for a ewe lamb to give birth on or before her first birthday. In 

modern, industrialized cultures sheep generally birth their first lambs 

between eighteen months and twenty-four months of age. 

 

 The mature weight of a two year old sheep varies according to breed 

and natural habitat, but will average 75 -150 pounds. 

 

 The average life span of a sheep is from ten to twelve years of age, 

depending upon climactic and nutritional conditions. 

 





The Significance of Sheep in Relationship 

To the Bible 

 
The Bible says that we are the sheep of the pasture. 

 

Psalm 95:7 

For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep 

of his hand. 

 

Psalm 100:3 

Know ye that the Lord He is God: it is He that hath made us, and not we 

ourselves; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. 

 





 How can one know how to act like a sheep? 

 

 Is it significant that the Bible says we are the sheep of the 

pasture? 

 

 Does the Bible describe sheep that are being fed in a barn yard or 

pen that lack access to pastures? 

 

 

 Could there be a character difference between sheep having 

access to a pastoral scene compared to sheep only having access 

to a confined area such as a barn yard? 



The Bible says that Jesus is the “Lamb of God” 

 

John 1:29 

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the 

Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

 

Revelation 7:17 

For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; He will 

lead them to springs of living water.’ ‘And God will wipe away every 

tear from their eyes.’ ” 

 





 How can one better understand the meaning of “Jesus, the 

spotless Lamb of God”? (hint - this is a book about sheep). 

 

 Does a lamb always look like a newborn, according to the 

definition of a lamb found in Biblical culture? 

   
 In light of the definition of a lamb from Bible times what age 

range could the Biblical reference of Jesus, The Lamb of God be 

referring to? 



The Purpose of Sheep 

 
What is the purpose of shepherds working so hard to care for sheep in 

Biblical shepherding cultures, nomadic shepherding cultures and modern 

industrialized farming cultures?  

 

Sheep provide many unique products, directly and indirectly. They 

provide wool for clothing and shelter, milk and a variety of milk 

products, meat for nourishment, and they are beneficial for the land.  

 



Wool – a Unique Gift from Sheep 

 
Wool: Is the “hair like growth” of sheep. This unique fiber has been 

used to make a multitude of woolen products throughout history. Wool 

was one of the few fibers available to make clothing, blankets and 

houses during Bible times. 

 

Fleece: the wool product shorn from one sheep, every year. Shearing 

performed by an experienced shepherd will produce a fleece that 

remains virtually in one piece. 

 

Deuteronomy 18:4 

The first fruit also of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the first 

of the fleece of thy sheep, shalt thou give him. 

 



Broken World Wool Market 



 Historically, the shepherd knows the best season to shear the sheep. 

 

 The following are examples of the wisdom accrued over generations 

of shepherding in a particular climactic area. 

 

 A long wool coat during cold winter weather is beneficial for 

providing warmth for the sheep.   

 

 A short wool coat is essential if a nomadic shepherd is taking the 

sheep on a journey that will entail crossing a water way. Wool 

acts like a sponge, and if the sheep is not shorn shortly preceding 

traversing a deep water way, the sheep are drug down by the 

weight of the water absorbed in the wool. 

 

 Historically, only sheep that are older, generally a minimum of one 

year of age, are shorn for their fleece.  

 





Shear: to give the sheep a haircut  

 Shearing performed by an experienced shepherd, does not harm the 

sheep. It is similar to a human getting a haircut.   

 

 Historically sheep wool is shorn in the spring preceding the heat of 

the summer. 

 

 Shearing is performed for the health benefit of the sheep, and is 

beneficial to them in many ways.  

 

 Shearing before the heat of the summer will allow the sheep 

to remain cooler.   

 

 Shearing prevents the sheep from becoming stuck in summer 

and early fall brambles. 

 

 Shearing allows the sheep’s skin to breathe, keeping them 

from developing skin abrasions. 



Shearing Posture  

 

 Shearing sheep in a “sitting” or “tipped” position is a historical, 

Biblical, global shearing method. (See page 16)  

 

 This “sitting” or “tipped” posture is a natural relaxed posture for the 

sheep. They are calm when in this posture.  

 

 No other wild or domestic animal will naturally sit in this relaxed 

manner, this is a unique characteristic of sheep. 

 

 It takes the average shepherd about three minutes to shear a sheep 

when this posture for shearing is used. The sheep and the 

experienced shepherd respond harmoniously to one another on the 

shearing floor.  

 

 

 



Isaiah 53:7 & Acts 8:32 

He was oppressed, and he was 

afflicted, yet he opened not his 

mouth: he is brought as a lamb to 

the slaughter, and as a sheep before 

her shearers is dumb, so he openeth 

not his mouth. 











 This passage refers to Jesus, who is the “Lamb of God” and the 

sheep before the shearer.  

 

 The word “dumb” defined when this passage was written refers to 

the inability to speak; the original meaning had nothing to do with 

intellect. 

 

 Dumah: a silence; the original Word used in these scriptures: ּדּוָמה  

(Strong’s Concordance) 

 

 This scripture refers to Jesus’ quiet, humble nature when He went to 

the cross. He was like a quiet sheep before the shearer. His “posture” 

was quiet and humble.   

 

 We know that when Jesus, was led to the cross He was able to speak, 

and He did speak, when on the cross. A sheep may speak to the other 

sheep while it is on the shearing floor; however the “posture” in both 

cases is one of peaceful, quiet acceptance.   

 





Sheep Meat - A Nutrient Dense Food 

 

Mutton meat refers to meat from sheep that are over two years of age in 

Biblical and nomadic cultures. In modern industrialized cultures it refers 

to meat from sheep that are over one year of age. 

 

Lamb meat refers to meat from lambs that are between six months and 

two years of age in Biblical and nomadic cultures. In modern 

industrialized cultures it refers to meat from lambs that are six months to 

one year of age. 

 

In Biblical and nomadic cultures, mutton is eaten routinely. These 

people groups tend to consume the sheep that are older or less thrifty. 

This meat tends to be mutton. 

 

In modern industrialized cultures lamb meat is generally consumed.  

Lamb meat tends to have a milder flavor and to be tenderer than mutton.  

Additionally, in these modern cultures, lamb meat is considered to be 

more of a delicacy than mutton. 



 

 So, it follows then, if we are the sheep of the pasture, and this is 

a characteristic of sheep, what ought our “heart posture” be?  

 
 Is Jesus setting an example of how to be the sheep of the 

shepherd’s pasture and the sheep on the shearing floor? 

 
 Ought one to emulate His example in being the sheep of The 

Great Shepherd’s pasture and on the shearing floor? 



Kyrgyz Sheep 
Note the fat tail – a 
delicacy & source of 

energy during stressful 
life circumstances such 
as drought and winter 

– fat storage 



Here are some facts about sheep meat related to the method of 

production: 

 Flocks from Biblical times and in nomadic herds today primarily 

graze grass and other herbaceous plants.   

 

 Flocks that are raised in a modern industrialized shepherding style, 

often consume feed from the feed trough. This tends to be a diet high 

in grains. 

 

 Sheep meat produced in these two different manners (pasture fed vs. 

trough fed) have a tremendous difference in taste. 

 

 Grass fed meat is mild flavored, low in fat, healthy, and nutrient 

dense. 

Feed trough meat tends to be strong flavored, high in fat and less 

nutrient dense.
6 





What does the Bible say about eating sheep meat?  

 

The following are a few references to the consumption of sheep meat in 

Bible times. 

 

1 Chronicles 12:40 

Moreover they that were nigh them, even unto Issachar and Zebulun and 

Naphtali, brought bread on asses, and on camels, and on mules, and on 

oxen, and meat, meal, cakes of figs, and bunches of raisins, and wine, 

and oil, and oxen, and sheep abundantly: for there was joy in Israel. 

 

Deuteronomy 14:4  

These are the beasts which ye shall eat: the ox, the sheep, and the goat, 

 

2 Samuel 17:29  

And honey, and butter, and sheep, and cheese of kine, for David, and for 

the people that were with him, to eat: for they said, the people is hungry, 

and weary, and thirsty, in the wilderness. 

 





Sheep Milk is Nutritious 

 

Sheep milk is nutrient dense, highly digestible, and can often be 

consumed by people that have milk allergies. Throughout history sheep 

have been milked, even before cattle were milked. 

 

In the United States sheep numbers have been decreasing for decades, 

however consumption is significant via importation. 

 

 In 2005 the US imported approximately 30,000 tons of sheep 

milk products from other nations.
 7

 

 

The following scripture is one reference to the drinking of sheep milk in 

Biblical culture. 

 Deuteronomy 32:14  

Butter of kine, and milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the 

breed of Bashan, and goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat; and thou 

didst drink the pure blood of the grape. 



Where does the Bible talk about sheep being pasture improvers or 

“golden hoofed animals”? 

 

 The story of two shepherds, Abraham and Lot is found in          

Genesis 12 – 14.  

 

To paraphrase this story, for the sake of time and space, Abraham 

and Lot had flocks that prospered.  

   

There came a time that the supply of grass for the sheep to graze was 

no longer adequate to maintain the flock.  Abraham spoke with Lot,  

 

and offered Lot the opportunity to choose which direction he would 

like to move.  

 





Lot chose the grassy, prosperous land. Abraham was left with land 

that was not as productive. Scripture says that after a time this less 

productive land became very productive.  This barren land was made 

prosperous because of the Lord’s blessing, but also because 

Abraham was a good shepherd manager, and the sheep are beneficial 

for the land. 

 

One of the shepherd’s greatest responsibilities is land management.  

The Bible describes The Good Shepherd in John Chapter 10 and in 

Psalms Chapter 23. There are a plethora of chapters in the Old 

Testament that describe bad or poor shepherding characteristics.  

Ezekiel 34 is one of those chapters. In reviewing these chapters, one 

quickly realizes that a hallmark characteristic of a good shepherd is 

the movement of sheep from one grazing area to the next with the 

intention of proper pasture management and improvement. 

Conversely, a bad or poor shepherd would neglect land management 

and regular sheep movement.  



Sheep are Natural Pasture Improvers 

 

 Land can be improved through many techniques, including 

fertilization and aeration. 

 

 Sheep manure is a natural fertilizer, with a small marble consistency 

that easily biodegrades. This natural fertilizer will not burn plants 

and it has a mild odor. When sheep naturally deposit these pellets on 

the ground, the fertilizing quality is distributed fairly evenly and not 

static in any one area.
9 

 

 

 Sheep have a small cloven hoof that acts like a natural aerator. It 

does not leave big gouges in the earth, but small holes that can help 

with water absorption and serves as a natural aeration tool. 

 

 Throughout history, sheep have been called the “Golden Hoofed 

Animal” because of their ability to improve the land, causing the 

land to be more productive.
10
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 Are you grazing on green pastures with the Good Shepherd? 

 

 

 Are there barren places on the land you find yourself in today? 

 

 How can the barren land in your life be made prosperous? 



Sheep Terminology and Facts 

 Chapter 2 Summary 

  

 Read Psalm 23 out loud 

 Basic Sheep Terminology 

 Growth Characteristics of Sheep 

 The Bible says that we are the sheep of the pasture. 

 The Bible says that Jesus is the “Lamb of God”. 

 Wool - a Unique Gift from Sheep 

 Sheep Meat - A Nutrient Dense Food 

 Sheep Milk is Nutritious 

 Sheep are Natural Pasture Improvers 



“Know ye that the Lord He is God: it is He that hath made us, 
and not we ourselves; we are His people, and the sheep of His 
pasture.”   Psalm 100:3 

Chapter 3 

GOOD SHEEP 



In the beginning God created the heavens, the earth and everything 

therein. This is recorded in the Bible, in the Book of Genesis, and is 

called the Creation Story.  One of the things that God made, in the 

beginning, was all of the living animals, including sheep.  

 

Genesis 1:25 

And God made the beasts of the earth after his kind and cattle after their 

kind, and everything that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and 

God saw that it was good. 

 

Genesis 1:31 

And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very 

good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

 

Genesis 1:27 

So God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He 

Him; male and female created He them. 





 When God finished making the animals, He said that it was good. 

 

 The word “cattle” in Biblical culture meant farm livestock and 

included the greater or larger cattle, as well as the smaller or lesser 

cattle. The greater cattle were simply the larger farm livestock,  

 

including cows and water buffalo. The smaller cattle referred to 

smaller farm livestock such as sheep and goats.   

 

 Having defined “cattle” then we can read Genesis 1:25 again, 

inserting the defined words therein, for a greater understanding of 

the meaning of this verse. 

 

Genesis 1:25 could thus be read: “And God made the beasts of the 

earth after his kind, and the cows, water buffalo, sheep and goats 

after their kind . . . . . and God saw that it was good.” 

 

 God made a vast array of animals, including sheep. After He made 

them, He said it was good. 

  



I am the good 
shepherd, and 

know my 
sheep, and 

am known of 
mine.  

John 10:14 



“Other sheep I have which are 
not of this fold; them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear 
my voice; and there shall be 
one fold, and one shepherd.”   
John 10:16 







 Does God’s statement about the animals being good apply to 

sheep as well as the other farm animals?   

 
 Were there any exclusions when God made this statement about 

farm livestock? 

 
 Jesus is the Lamb of God. Can the word “good” be used to 

describe Jesus as a lamb or sheep? 



“I am the Good Shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.”   
 John 10:11 



Jesus is the Good Shepherd 

 
John 10:14 

I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 

 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd. The Bible tells us so. It is His only life-long 

occupation.  He continues to be our Good Shepherd from His home in 

heaven. 

 

 Do you believe Jesus is The Good Shepherd? 

 
 Jesus is a Good Shepherd.  Since Jesus is a good shepherd, then 

is there a potential for shepherding to be a good occupation? 

 





 Jesus is the Good Shepherd and he knows the sheep, and calls 

them His own; He made them in His image.   Since we know this 

to be true, what could be a descriptive word used to describe 

sheep? 

 

 

Psalm 139:13 

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s 

womb. 

 

 

 

 If we, as Christians, are the sheep of the pasture, then what word 

can be used to describe us? 

 





Good Sheep  

Chapter 3 Summary 

 

 Read Psalm 23 out loud 

 God made the animals, including sheep. 

 God made sheep and said it was good. 

 Jesus is the Good Shepherd 

 Jesus is The Lamb, which is a sheep. Jesus is good. 

 Character attribute of sheep: Sheep are good. 



Chapter 4 

HUMBLE SHEEP 



What does humble mean?  

By definition: lowly; meek; not proud, arrogant or assuming; modest
12

. 

 

 In and of themselves, the nature of sheep is to be humble.  

 

 The best example of humility from scripture comes from the 

humility of the greatest sheep of all, The Lamb of God, Jesus, 

Himself. 

 

Acts 8:32 

The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep 

to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he 

not his mouth: (also in Isaiah 53:7) 

 

 This passage is referring to Jesus, who is the Lamb of God and the 

sheep before the shearer. 

 

 When Jesus went to the cross, we know that He spoke to the Father 

concerning the matter, in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

(Mark 14:34-39) 

 

 In this way, Jesus talked to the Father, and poured out His heart to 

the point of shedding tears of blood.  





In effect he said “Lord, is there any other way?”  

   

However, Jesus chose to submit Himself, willingly submitting to the will 

of God the Father. His posture and attitude was one of acceptance, and 

humility.  

 

This is much like a sheep that approaches the shearing floor. The sheep 

might “baaa” or  need encouragement to proceed to be shorn, yet once 

placed in the shearing position, the sheep sits willingly and unrestrained. 

 

Humility is not only a quiet contemplative speech, but also the posture 

of the sheep, when it is in the sitting or tipped position (See picture page 

33).  Humility is represented by the sheep’s demeanor. 





Psalm 100:3 

Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we 

ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

 

The Bible says the same thing of our demeanor, as the sheep of the 

pasture, as it does of Jesus’ demeanor. 

   

 

 

 Does the sheep want to be in the shearing position? Or, is the 

sheep fighting the shepherd? 

 









 What is the outward manner of the sheep when the shepherd 

leads in this manner? 

 
 What ought my demeanor be when The Great Shepherd leads me 

in a matter? 

 
 How does The Great Shepherd lead me in life matters? 

 



 
 What does the Bible say about how we, the sheep of His pasture, 

ought to act as sheep, in terms of humility? 

 

Psalm 44:22 & Romans 8:36  

Both of these passages provide this same message of sheep humility. 

 

Yea, for thy sake are we killed all the day long; we are counted as sheep 

for the slaughter. 



Social Status of Sheep and Shepherds 

 

 Throughout history, sheep have been relegated to the lower 

“position” or “social stature” and thus have assumed a “humble” 

position in life. 

 

 David the shepherd boy, in 1 Samuel 16, is completely 

overlooked as a potential King, since he was just a keeper of the 

sheep; or a simple herder or shepherd.  

 

   

1 Samuel 16:11 

And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, 

There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. 

 

In another scripture we are reminded of the humility of the sheep and 

shepherds when Jesus was born in the stable.   

 







Luke 2:8 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 

 

In Exodus, Moses and the Israelites are relegated with their sheep flocks 

to the outlying, more remote areas. The sheep and shepherds are not 

allowed near the Egyptians. 

 

In the United States this bias resulted in a conflict called “The Sheep 

Wars”, which occurred from 1870 – 1920.  During the Sheep Wars tens 

of thousands of sheep were killed, and many shepherds and shepherding 

families lost their lives.
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“In the eyes of the cowboy the sheep man was low on the human scale. A 

person who stooped to eat mutton, according to the cowpunchers, was known 

to have degenerate tendencies. The fact that dogs were used to herd sheep and 

that the herder walked, rather than rode a horse like a man, only added to the 

cowboy's scorn. The cattleman's contempt for the lowly sheep and the humble 

herder only served to heighten his rage when he encountered the despised 

"woolies" 
14 

 





The following scripture speaks of Jesus, the Lamb of God and Great 

Shepherd.  It also refers to Moses, an Old Testament shepherd.   

Revelation 15:3 

And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the 

Lamb, saying, great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; 

just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. 

 

 

 

   

In this scripture, Jesus is depicted as a lamb, which is a young sheep. 

Jesus humbly and quietly took His position and played His role, just as 

the sheep before the shepherd shearer takes its position.  Jesus became a 

peace offering, just as the sheep in the shepherd’s arms is humble and 

peaceful.  See John chapter 19. 

 

 What was Jesus’ social status as the Lamb of God?  

 



Margaret’s Testimony to the glory of God 



 

 How did Jesus “posture or attitude” affect the people around 

Him?  

 

 How does Jesus response then, continue to affect people today? 

 

 As a sheep of The Great Shepherd’s flock how can you be a 

peace offering? 

 

 What is your social status?  

 

 How can you humbly affect the people around you? 





Humble Sheep 

Chapter 4 Summary 

 

 Read Psalm 23 out loud 

 Define humble from a Biblical, sheep perspective. 

 What is the traditional posture for sheep shearing? 

 Does the Bible refer to Jesus as a sheep being shorn? 

 Jesus attitude at the cross 

 Our attitude as the sheep of the Great Shepherd’s pasture 

 Social status of sheep and shepherds 

 Social status of Jesus 



Heart of the Shepherd’s 
Wool Mill can be carried 

in two large suitcases.  
The cost is $1,000 for the 

equipment.   



 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: 

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen. 

Jesus 
 



To God  
Be the Glory  

Website:  http://www.shepherdscross.com 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/ShepherdsCross/ 
Sign up for newsletter: on the website 
Phone: 918-342-5911 
Address: 16792 East 450 Road, Claremore OK, 74017 
Email: SheepFarm@ShepherdsCross.com 



“See God to the end of the point to which He 
will take you.”  Dr. D. 

 


